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WHO WE ARE

Nexus ICA aspires to be the world’s leading 
institution for Christian creative arts — known 
globally for its integration of faith and discipleship 
with outstanding vocational education. 
We understand that every student is unique and 
for over twenty years we’ve helped them realise 
their potential — releasing them into futures in 
which their work, gifts and calling combine.

Through expert tuition delivered from our 
bespoke teaching facility, we take a person-
centred approach that is tailored to you. 
While we offer them in abundance, we don’t 
think education should be limited solely to the 
acquisition of new skills and knowledge. 
Instead, we understand that the power of learning 
lies in the process as much as the outcome.

This transformative approach will leave you 
better equipped to serve God in your work, 
church and beyond. 

If you are looking to turn your passion into a 
career while studying in a vibrant, faith-filled 
community, our courses were created for you. 
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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  g o  b e y o n d  a  d e g r e e  
c e r t i fi c a t e ,  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  

g e n u i n e  p e r s o n a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  

“

t’s my great pleasure to introduce 
you to Nexus Institute of Creative Arts 
— a vibrant community of Christian 
creatives based in Coventry, UK. 

We’re building something truly special here; 
a place for musicians, songwriters, technicians and 
worship leaders to learn their craft within a unique, 
supportive environment. 

You may be at a crucial point in your life — 
considering where and what to study in order to 
better invest in your future. I’m delighted that you’re 
considering Nexus ICA. For over 20 years, we’ve 
been committed to bringing our students into the 
revelation of how their artistic and technical 
expertise intersects with the call of God on their lives. 

We believe that higher education should go beyond a 
degree certificate, that it should be a mechanism for 
bringing about genuine personal transformation. 
This is our passion. 
We love nothing more than seeing our students 
realise their potential and coming to understand how 
their new-found knowledge and skill can best be 
used to further the Kingdom of God. 

We are committed to you and can’t wait to work 
alongside you to further your unique skills, talents 
and gifts. Your story will be an individual thread, 
woven into the same rich tapestry as the many Nexus 
ICA students who have come before you.  

Their story is our story. 
We hope yours will be too. 

Dave Ashworth, Principal
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PERSON-CENTRED
EDUCATION

ne of our core values here at Nexus ICA is person-centred 
education. A revolutionary educational model that focusses 
on developing you. The whole you. We are interested in more 

than just your academic achievement. We want to know who you were 
created to be and how you can turn that possibility into a reality. 
By taking the time to get to know who you truly are, we ensure we can 
support you in any and every way — setting you on the path to realising 
your full potential, at Nexus ICA  and in the wider context of your lives as 
Christians and professionals. 

Person-centred education isn’t just something we talk about. We are 
proactive in placing you at the centre of the educational experience. 
Below are just some of the ways we do exactly that. 

O

CONTACT TIME

PERSONAL TUTORS ASSESSMENT

TUTORIALS
Contact time at Nexus ICA is high, much higher 
than average — a benefit of our smaller size and 
commitment to access. You get to spend a lot of 
time with our staff, and our staff get to spend a lot 
of time with you. 
wWe believe that community and strong 
relationships are the cornerstones of any 
successful learning environment. As such, not 
just every member of our faculty, but every single 
member of our entire staff body commit to being 
available to you. They will make a concerted effort 
to understand and support you throughout your 
educational journey.
 

Throughout the entirety of your time with us, 
you will have access to a personal tutor who will 
look out for you and your well-being. You can feel 
safe in the knowledge that your personal tutor is 
available to talk about anything — academic or 
personal.  The majority of our staff are personal 
tutors and are never too busy to offer support 
whenever it is needed.

Finally, we put you at the centre of the assessment 
process. Our assessments are not designed to 
catch you out or to boost our numbers. Instead, 
they were made to let you demonstrate your 
competence, develop your skills, and help you be 
prepared for whatever life throws at you after your 
studies. 

At Nexus ICA, a robust system of tutorials 
guarantees you regular access to all our members 
of staff. You can access further support on 
topics covered in your lectures, but we have so 
much more to offer than just that. Sharpen your 
instrumental skills with one of our tutors, deepen 
your knowledge of songwriting, discuss that 
book you’ve been reading, explore our staff’s 
wealth of industry experience, even develop your 
budgeting skills — the possibilities are as endless 
as your potential. No matter what course you 
decide to study, our staff are committed to your 
success. 

At Nexus ICA, everything is enveloped by our faith. 
It is quite simply at the core of everything we do. 
You will be studying alongside like-minded people 
who are working out their faith, just as you are 
working out yours. 

For us, “person-centred education” is not 
just a buzzword. It is a pillar of our ethos.

Come and be part of it.
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FAITH-BASED 
EDUCATION

Faith-based learning is a central part of the 
educational structure at Nexus ICA. This principle 
can be seen in three key areas: Kingdom values, 
Prophetic artists, Creative scholars.

Nexus ICA endeavors to lead its students into an 
understanding of the full gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We are committed to creating the spiritual and 
musical foundations on which individuals can 
build their lives, allowing them to flourish and 
play an active role in the strengthening of God’s 
kingdom.

We achieve this is by committing to Biblical 
standards. We believe that the Bible is the Word 
of God, that it is the revelation of who He is and 
what He has done for us in Jesus. 
At Nexus ICA, we will teach you how to better 
understand the Bible and how to apply its 
priorities and values to your life.

In prioritising person-centred education, we are 
committed to seeing our students find freedom, 
know healing, and become all that God intended. 
We will equip you for a life of serving the Church 
and witnessing to the world.

Twenty years of experience has shown us that the 
best way to grow in these kingdom values is to live 
in community. We know that God designed us to 
thrive in sharing life together, and our courses are 
specifically designed to actively build strategies of 
collaboration. 

KINGDOM VALUES
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PROPHETIC 
ARTISTS

CREATIVE SCHOLARS

Throughout the Bible, God 
communicates His truth 
through artists: from the poets 
who wrote songs for God’s 
people to sing, to the craftsmen 
who built the temple. Even 
Jesus used parables to convey 
his truth, and as you grow in 
your relationship with God, you 
too will have a story to tell — 
stories of victory and of growth 
as the journey of your life and 
faith unfolds within the plans 
and purposes of God.

As you grow in your gifts and 
skills, and come to know your 
identity and calling more 
clearly, you will see the Holy 
Spirit empower you to use all 
your faculties for God’s glory. 
Great art can change the world, 
and our approach to faith-
based learning echoes this. 
We want to prime our artists 
to communicate the ultimate 
truth, God’s truth.

Creativity and scholarship go hand-in-hand at 
Nexus ICA. The purpose of scholarship is to hone 
your thinking and help you find your voice. The 
purpose of creative scholarship is to express that 
voice. And because we learn in community, you 
will grow alongside so many wise and Godly 
people along the way. 

Creative scholarship at Nexus ICA means you will 
be assessed in a number of different ways. You will 
write essays and reflective reports, and you’ll also 
produce posters and vlogs. 

As you read from a wide range of sources, we 
will give you the best guidance and support. In 
short — throughout your time with us, you’ll be 
equipped for the plan that God has for you. 

Faith-based education at Nexus ICA is at the 
heart of everything we do. And by embracing 
the kingdom values that God has given, we are 
passionately committed to producing prophetic 
artists and creative scholars who know their 
identity in Christ, who know the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and who know the purposes of God for 
their lives.
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INTRODUCTION 
TO OUR DEGREE 
COURSES

We are a team of active and highly connected 
professionals here at Nexus ICA. As such, we 
understand that the music and events industries 
are in constant flux, fast-paced and ever-changing. 
We also recognise that success in the music or 
events industry is down to much more than just 
your skills and knowledge. It is about who you are 
as a person. Ultimately, that is the cornerstone 
of all of our degrees. With us, you will not only 
learn the practicalities needed to succeed in 
your chosen career, but you will also embark 
on a journey to explore what it means to be an 
effective professional. 

Whatever course you decide to study on, you can 
be sure that it was designed with you in mind. 
And by “you” we really mean you. Together, we will 
figure out who you were created to be.
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BA (HONS) 
POPULAR 
MUSIC 
& WORSHIP*

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

6 4  U C A S  t a r iff  p o in t s

G C S E  E n g l i s h  a t  G r a d e  4  (G r a d e  
C  i f  y o u  s t u d i e d  b e f o r e  2 0 1 7 )

G r a d e  6  P r a c t i c a l  a b i l i t y  
(b a s e d  o n  R o c k s c h o o l  s y l l a b u s )

G r a d e  5  T h e o r y  (b a s e d  o n  
R o c k s c h o o l  s y l l a b u s )

N o n -n a t i v e  E n g l i s h -s p e a k in g  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  
m e e t  o u r  f o l l o w in g  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s : I E LT S  6 .0  w i t h  a  m in im u m  o f  5 .5  
i n  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e m e n t   
 

The first year of our BA (Hons) Popular Music & Worship course provides you with 
the building blocks needed for the rest of your educational journey with us. 
Our Instrument Study and Live Performance modules will help transform you into an 
even more confident musician and performer, one ready for a wide range of musical 
environments. Concurrent modules in Applied Biblical Studies and Pursuit of Worship 
will expand your biblical understanding, develop your research skills and cultivate 
your character. 

*available as a stand-alone course: Cert HE Popular Music & Worship.

Building on the foundations of the previous year, your second year with us will be 
practically overflowing with opportunities to advance your studies. You’ll continue to 
develop your musical specialism through the Advanced Instrument Study module, 
while simultaneously working towards larger-scale performances in Popular Music 
Performance. Modules in Applied Biblical Studies continue with a focus on New 
Testament writings, while Pursuit of Worship dives deeper into scripture, giving us 
greater context for the lives we’re called to lead. Contextual Studies takes a critical look 
at the world around us, allowing you to conduct enquiry-based learning into the wider 
setting of popular music and worship.

Your final year allows you to focus your attention towards the adventure that is life 
beyond your studies. You’ll work towards your largest-scale performance yet in the 
Music Performance and Professional Practice module, consolidate your biblical studies 
in Contemporary Worship Practice, and prepare for your career with Professional 
Development and Career Planning. 
You will also select three optional modules, tailoring your study for your chosen 
career path: Advanced Recital offers more instrumental development; Songwriting 
and Production provides a platform for aspiring composers; Live Events Management 
explores the requirements of making great events; Instrument Teaching and Pedagogy 
takes a comprehensive look at music education; while Church Praxis and Church 
History offer an in-depth study of the Church, Christianity and its application. 
The choice is yours.
 

Y E A R

Y E A R

Y E A R

*Validated by the University of West London
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BA (HONS) 
EVENT
TECHNOLOGY*

Y E A R The first year on our BA (Hons) Events Technology course will set you on the path 
to becoming a creative, multi-skilled technician. We’ll start to develop the complex 
practical skills you’ll require throughout your career, while beginning your research 
journey through studying the principles of modern event technology. Further classes 
focusing on creative event design will broaden your understanding of what is possible 
within the events industry. Alongside all of this, you’ll dive deeper into the Bible and 
learn how to apply its teachings to every area of your life. 

Building on the foundations of the previous year, your second year with us will be 
packed full of opportunities to deepen your industry knowledge and expertise. You’ll 
continue to develop as a technician, strengthening your sound, lighting and video 
skills in addition to learning wider event production techniques. We’ll further develop 
your research skills by studying the many ways in which your faith intersects with 
the creative industries. What’s more, your understanding of scripture will grow as we 
continue our Bible curriculum.

Your final year of study is the opportune moment to look towards the exciting career 
that awaits you beyond your studies. We’ll help you prepare for the world of work 
through professional development classes while also honing your expertise through 
several live concerts — putting your technical and event management skills to the 
test in the process. Back in the classroom, you’ll look to the future as you study how 
the advancement of technology is likely to change the live events industry over the 
coming decades. Your time with us will culminate in the submission of a detailed 
research project on a topic of your choice.

Y E A R

Y E A R

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

6 4  U C A S  t a r iff  p o in t s

G C S E  E n g l i s h  a t  G r a d e  4  
(G r a d e  C  i f  y o u  s t u d i e d  
b e f o r e  2 0 1 7 )

N o n -n a t i v e  E n g l i s h -s p e a k in g  s t u d e n t s  
n e e d  t o  m e e t  o u r  f o l l o w in g  E n g l i s h  
l a n g u a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s : I E LT S  6 .0  w i t h  a  
m in im u m  o f  5 .5  i n  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e m e n t

*Validated by the University of West London
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BA (HONS) 
SONGWRITING*

Y E A R Your first year on our BA (Hons) Songwriting course aims to establish you as a well-
rounded, confident creator. We’ll help you progress your craft, focusing on your ability 
to write killer melodies while also setting you on the path to becoming a sophisticated 
lyricist. You’ll develop your musician’s ear and — through a greater understanding of 
music theory — learn how to apply it. At the same time, you’ll dive deeper into the 
Bible and learn how to apply its teachings across every area of your life. 

Your second year of study will be filled with real-world writing objectives. 
You’ll look at the commercial opportunities that exist in writing songs for different 
forms of media, while also honing your production skills through a creative approach 
to music technology. We’ll develop your research skills by studying the overlap 
between faith and the creative arts and your understanding of scripture will grow 
through the continuation of our Bible curriculum. 

In your third and final year, your focus will turn towards the exciting world of work that 
exists beyond your studies. We’ll help prepare you for your career through professional 
development classes and hone your stagecraft through regular live performances. 
In addition, you’ll have the opportunity to develop your artistic voice through the 
establishment of an extended portfolio of creative work. Your time with us will reach its 
conclusion with the submission of a detailed research project on a topic of your choice. 

Y E A R

Y E A R

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

6 4  U C A S  t a r iff  p o in t s

G C S E  E n g l i s h  a t  G r a d e  4  
(G r a d e  C  i f  y o u  s t u d i e d  
b e f o r e  2 0 1 7 )

A  p o r t f o l i o  o f  t w o  
o r i g in a l  s o n g s

N o n -n a t i v e  E n g l i s h -s p e a k in g  s t u d e n t s  
n e e d  t o  m e e t  o u r  f o l l o w in g  E n g l i s h  
l a n g u a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s : I E LT S  6 .0  w i t h  a  
m in im u m  o f  5 .5  i n  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e m e n t

*Validated by the University of West London
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MMUS  
MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE*

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

A  m in im u m  o f  a  2 .1  i n  a  r e le v a n t  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  q u a l i fi c a t i o n , o r  

c o m p a r a b le  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e . E q u i v a le n t  o v e r s e a s  

q u a l i fi c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  c o n s id e r e d . 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  m e e t  

o u r  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  a t  I E L T S  6 .5  w i t h  a  m in i -

m u m  o f  5 .5  i n  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  e le m e n t

Our MMus Music Performance course is your 
chance to refine your musical expertise to the 
highest standard while simultaneously engaging 
in academic research and critical thinking. 
Beginning with the Critical Perspectives module, 
you will explore the cultural and contextual 
significance of popular music. We will also provide 
you with a practical platform for your newly 
established research skills as you work towards 
a research-informed performance. Concurrent 
study in Ensemble and Music Direction Skills will 
advance your ability to write, arrange and 
lead music. 

As the course progresses, you’ll consolidate 
your academic abilities with the Research 
Methods module while solidifying your musical 
and performance skills through your largest 
performance yet in Performance Portfolio. What’s 
more, you will have the choice to shape the 
direction of your degree through choosing one of 
two modules, Music Pedagogy or Songwriting. 

You then have the opportunity to explore a 
topic of your choice as you work towards your 
Masters Level Project. For this module, you’ll 
draw on all you’ve learned throughout the course 
as well exploring the broader context of music 
performance. This negotiated project is your 
moment to produce your largest body of work yet 
as you look to make a significant contribution to 
the wider field of research within popular music. 

Available full-time (1 year) and part-time (2 years).
*Validated by the University of West London
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
OPPORTUNITIES
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SHOWS & CONCERTS

As well as external 
opportunities, there are a whole 
host of in-house options to 
get on board with at Nexus 
ICA. Our annual Christmas 
show is written, designed, and 
performed by our staff and 
students. Over the course of 
several weeks, the Nexus ICA 
family come together and build 
the production from the ground 
up. You can get involved in your 
specialist area or broaden your 
skillset by working in others. 
Set design and construction, 
song composition, marketing 
and promotion, sound design, 
and treading the boards as 
an actor are just a few of the 
disciplines you’ll have the 
chance to immerse yourself in.

In addition to an annual 
original musical, we always 
host a fantastic end of year 
celebration. As well as giving 
you invaluable performance 
experience, these shows 
celebrate and exhibit all that 
you will learn and accomplish 
in your time here. This is your 
time to shine. Show your family, 
friends and the public at large 
how much you have grown in 
your chosen area of study.

S h o w  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  
f r i e n d s  a n d  t h e  
p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  h o w  
m u c h  y o u  h a v e  
g r o w n  i n  y o u r  
c h o s e n  a r e a  o f  
s t u d y .

“
NAMM SHOW

We are proud to offer an 
exclusive work experience 
opportunity at the NAMM 
(National Association of 
Music Merchants) show in 
Los Angeles, California. The 
NAMM show is the world’s most 
celebrated trade-only event 
for the music products, Pro 
Audio and event technology 
industries.

In an exclusive partnership 
with American Music & Sound 
(AM&S), a leading distributor 
of Pro Audio, music creation, 
and music Instrument products, 
Nexus ICA students have the 
opportunity to attend NAMM 
and gain unique and invaluable 
insight into the music industry.
 
This partnership allows a 
selection of Nexus ICA students 
to connect and network with 
leading companies in the music 
retail and event tech industry 
as well as meet high-profile 
artists and session musicians. 
Of course, a walk down Sunset 
Boulevard, a climb up to the 
Hollywood sign, a meal (or 
three) at a classic American BBQ 
joint, and maybe even a dip in 
the Pacific Ocean are all part of 
the experience too.
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THE NEXUS ICA GOSPEL CHOIR

The Nexus ICA Gospel Choir is made up of 
students from across all our courses. The choir 
meets once a week to rehearse and is a great 
way for students to come together to sing and 
worship God. Here at Nexus ICA, we find that there 
is something incredibly powerful in worshipping 
together with one voice.

The profile of the choir has grown significantly in 
recent times. You have the opportunity to be part 
of a group that has supported the extraordinary 
Kingdom Choir at Birmingham Symphony Hall, 
toured around the United Kingdom, reached the 
final of the University Gospel Choir of the Year 
competition, and performed on BBC’s Songs 
of Praise.

MASTERCLASSES & CLINICS

The calibre of lecturers at Nexus ICA is of the 
highest standard. We boast a team of professionals 
who, alongside their teaching duties, remain 
active in their fields as performers, artists and 
academics. We know that to give you the best 
educational experience, you need access to as 
many different voices as possible. That is why we 
have a varied and robust line-up of masterclasses 
and clinics on offer each year. 

These are events with high-level industry 
professionals, ranging from leading session 
musicians to West End performers, international 
worship leaders, and prominent academics. To 
further enhance your educational experience, 
Nexus ICA also draws upon its Guest Faculty. This 
is a rapidly growing list of official partners who will 
contribute to your degree. 
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Every year, Nexus ICA students undertake an 
epic challenge. Some recent highlights have 
included the Gospel Choir Tour and the Tri Tour 
of hiking, cycling, and canoeing.  RAG Weeks are 
a huge challenge, designed to show what we can 
accomplish when we work as a community.

Each year, students discover more of who God 
made them to be as they find strength in Him and 
each other. There are hundreds of stories of Nexus 
ICA students who have discovered growth and 
victory through their RAG Week experiences.

RAG WEEK

SFL PARTNERSHIP

Nexus ICA has formed a partnership with SFL 
Group, a large and successful event production 
and rental company serving the corporate, touring 
and installation markets. The amazing people 
at SFL are passionate about making the church 
more effective in its mission, investing in the next 
generation of Spirit-led technicians, musicians 
and songwriters. The result is a partnership 
which brings with it access to cutting edge 
equipment, manufacturer relationships/training, 
work experience opportunities and a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise.
 
These extracurricular activities are a central part of 
Nexus ICA life. They build friendships, strengthen 
our community, and are often among the most 
significant aspects of the student experience. 
You will gain professional experience, overcome 
challenges, and make memories that will last a 
lifetime.

T h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t o r i e s  
o f  N e x u s  I C A  s t u d e n t s  w h o  
h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  g r o w t h  a n d  
v i c t o r y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  R A G  
W e e k  e x p e r i e n c e s .

“
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MEET OUR
LECTURERS

Nexus ICA, our lecturers are not only highly skilled but 
also have a heart for educating the next generation. 
They actively contribute to their industries and bring their 

day-to-day experiences with them into teaching. Highly creative and 
innovative, they devote so much time to considering how to teach in a 
way that suits you. We don’t believe in a one-size-fits-all approach. 

You are guaranteed to receive an educational experience that is highly 
relevant and perfectly suited to prepare you to become who you were 
created to be. In learning under our world-class faculty, you’ll gain all the 
skills necessary to succeed. 

And you’ll do so in a safe and supportive environment that is designed 
specifically to fulfil your potential.

At

Matt is an experienced performer, educator, 
session musician and musical director who brings 
a wealth of musical experience and creativity to 
Nexus ICA. 

As well as teaching and performing worldwide, 
Matt enjoys giving his time to composing, 
arranging and music production. As Creative 
Director and course leader on our MMus Music 
Performance, Matt is heavily involved in the 
creative output of Nexus ICA, giving students 
access to his dynamic teaching and unique 
industry experience.

As an official Nord Keyboards Artist, Matt works 
closely with Nord and regularly travels the world 
as a product demonstrator and beta tester for 
the company. Matt’s extensive connections and 
industry experience make him an invaluable 
member of faculty who always seeks to pass on 
his knowledge for the benefit of students.
 
Matt has an MA in Popular Music Performance 
and is an associate fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy.

Matt is a multi-instrumentalist and educator, best 
known for bringing energy and creativity to the 
stage, studio and classroom.
Matt is one of our Assistant Principals and the 
Director of Education at Nexus ICA, leading both 
the Popular Music & Worship and Songwriting 
programmes. He is an active member of the 
teaching faculty, teaching across a number of 
modules on all our programmes. 

He came to study at Nexus ICA in 2002 where 
he co-founded the rock band [dweeb]. Over the 
subsequent nine years they would go on to secure 
record deals, tour the world, release two studio 
albums and more. 
Now an experienced session player, song writer, 
artist, educator and an active member of the 
academic community, Matt’s input is highly 
regarded all over the globe, most recently for 
TEDx. 

Matt is an Ableton artist, has worked with Roland, 
Nord and currently works closely with Teenage 
Engineering. He holds an MA in Songwriting from 
the University of Bath Spa, a BA in Youth Studies 
and Applied Theology from Oxford Brookes 
University and is an associate fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy.

MATT COSSEYMATT DONALD
C o u r s e  L e a d e r  f o r  M M u s  M u s i c  P e r f o rm a n c eC o u r s e  L e a d e r  f o r  B A  (H o n s ) P o p u la r  M u s i c  &  W o r s h i p  

a n d  B A  (H o n s ) S o n g w r i t i n g
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Originally from Somerset, Simon is a vastly 
experienced teacher and performer/session 
musician. He is versatile within his craft having 
studied both classical music and jazz as well as 
performing in a wide range of musical settings.

Spending the last 12 years in Cardiff, Simon 
studied Orchestral Percussion at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music & Drama. Prior to that, he spent a 
year in America, studying at the School of Worship, 
Kenosha, USA. He went on to complete an MA in 
Jazz at RWCMD. 
 
From teaching in schools, privately, and as a 
lecturer in university, Simon has watched proudly 
as many of his students have gone on to careers 
in music themselves. As a performer, Simon has 
played with multiple ensembles — as a drummer 
and a percussionist, for local artists, worship 
leaders, jazz/Latin and classical music ensembles. 
Simon led a music and worship programme called 
the Academy of Music and Worship for four years, 
and completed a certificate in Biblical Studies at 
Covenant College before moving to Coventry to 
become part of the faculty at Nexus ICA as a drum 
and bible tutor.

SIMON BLAKE
H e a d  o f  S t u d e n t  W e l l b e i n g  &  L e c t u r e r

Before joining Nexus ICA in 2011, Zimbabwe-born 
Dan Meakin spent his life on the road as a sound 
engineer. He’s worked with some of the biggest 
bands and artists around, such as Deftones, 
Incubus and Scars on Broadway.

Having honed his skill in arenas across the world, 
Dan brings a wealth of experience and a packed 
CV, passing on all of his enthusiasm, knowledge 
and passion for live sound to students here at 
Nexus ICA.

Dan holds a BA Honours in Live Events Production 
and is an associate fellow of  the Higher Education 
Academy.

DAN MEAKIN
C o u r s e  L e a d e r  B A  (H o n s ) E v e n t  T e c h n o l o g y

Daniel is an experienced and gifted worship 
leader, writer, theologian and teacher. As Head 
of Worship Studies, Daniel oversees the Bible, 
Worship and Church modules, bringing years 
of study and teaching to his role. Daniel’s main 
responsibility is to help students explore the 
riches of scripture and apply these truths to their 
lives, studies and churches.

In 2011 he moved to Nottingham, and in 2015 
he finished a degree in Popular Music with 
Music Technology from the University of Derby. 
Following on from this, he successfully completed 
a MA in Research in Theology at the University 
of Nottingham, where he studied Isaac Watts’ 
interpretation of the Psalms. He is now researching 
for his PhD at the University of Leicester, in which 
he continues to study the theology of Isaac Watts’ 
hymns. Daniel regularly shares his research at 
academic conferences, as well as distributing 
his insights among our church worship teams. 
Alongside his studies, he is a guitarist and 
singer in several successful function bands and 
oversees the worship team at Redeemer Church, 
Nottingham.

Daniel is passionate about Biblical theology, its 
influence on congregational worship and the 
way it has been understood throughout Church 
history. 

DANIEL JOHNSON
H e a d  o f  A c a d e m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  &  L e c t u r e r ’

John Connearn is a guitarist, composer and 
producer from the Midlands, UK. Having grown up 
with a guitar in almost every room of the house, 
John has always felt at home with the instrument 
in his hands. John has been a performing guitarist 
and session musician for various bands and artists, 
achieving national airplay on BBC Radio 1 and 
performing to crowds of up to 30,000 people. 
After gaining traction with his original music ideas 
and demos online, John started his solo project in 
2020.

John brings a wealth of connections to Nexus 
ICA in the form of partnerships with brands such 
as Chapman Guitars, Taylor Guitars, Neural DSP, 
Blackstar Amps, and more.

JOHN CONNEARN
L e c t u r e r  – G u i t a r  P a t h w a y
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Hannah balances her time between being our 
Worship Studies Lecturer, Vocal Tutor, and co-
ordinating the Nexus ICA Gospel Choir. Following 
her own studies at Nexus ICA on our Popular 
Music & Worship degree, Hannah spent a year as 
an intern with St Marks Coventry on the Worship 
Central Academy programme. 

In addition to teaching at Nexus ICA, Hannah 
is currently studying an MA in Integrative 
Theology at LST and specialises in the practice 
of congregational singing. She is an experienced 
worship leader and has led workshops and 
periods of sung worship at various churches, 
conferences and events as well as serving as one 
of the core worship leaders at her home church, 
St Marks. 

A keen songwriter and lyricist, Hannah has 
contributed to a number of tracks for our original 
Christmas musicals including Awakening and 
Convicted. She is passionate about writing 
contemporary worship songs and hymns for the 
local church and can often be found at a piano 
arranging harmonies.

After studying Social Work and Counselling to 
BA and MA level respectively, Stefan pursued his 
passion for music. He enrolled on the Popular 
Music & Worship course at Nexus ICA in 2015.

An experienced player and performer, Stefan has 
since worked as a musical director for Gas Street 
Church in Birmingham. Through his time here, 
Stefan was able to gain professional live playing 
experience with Worship Central at various 
worship events. He graduated from the Worship 
Central academy in 2017 and is currently helping 
with musical direction at St. Mark’s in Coventry. In 
addition to this, Stefan manages his own function 
band and performs regularly around the UK and 
Europe.

Stefan is passionate about sound design and 
music technology and was able to study for one 
year with Ian McIntosh from Jesus Culture. With 
broad musical knowledge and experience, our 
students benefit hugely from his engaging and 
encouraging teaching on the Piano & Keyboards 
pathway.

HANNAH HODGES STEFAN SCHLAG
L e c t u r e r  – V o c a l  P a t h w a y  &  W o r s h i p  S t u d i e s L e c t u r e r  – P i a n o  &  K e y s  P a t h w a y

DAN CLARK

Dan is an experienced session musician, performer 
and producer. His professional career spans a wide 
range of different industry avenues. He studied 
at Nexus Institute of Creative Arts between 
2011-2014 before gaining a BA Hons in Music 
Performance from Coventry University. 
Since 2013, his playing has taken him all over the 
world working as a performer, musical director 
and producer — including live performances in 
LA, Dallas and Dubai. 

In addition to teaching at Nexus ICA, he is a 
producer at One Nation Studios in Coventry and 
manages the function band The CoverUps. He 
performs regularly and works with songwriters 
and artists at recording studios across the UK as 
well as collaborating on productions around the 
world. It is through this broad range of experience 
that Dan can describe to students the life of a 
modern working musician. He is committed to 
helping those at the beginning of their careers get 
started in the industry and carve out a sustainable 
living for themselves.

L e c t u r e r  – B a s s  P a t h w a y



42 43NEXUS ICA NEXUS ICA

GUEST
FACULTY

We recognise that to have the best 
educational experience, access to 
as many different lecturers as 
possible is essential. For this reason, 
we created our Guest Faculty. 

Guest Faculty is a collective 
of artists and professionals 
who love Nexus ICA and have 
committed to contributing to your 
education through performances, 
masterclasses, video lessons, and 
resources made available exclusively 
to Nexus ICA students.
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We are over the moon to have 
the incredible Anika Nilles on 
our Guest Faculty. Over the last 
four years, Anika has made a 
name for herself as a YouTube 
sensation and solo touring 
artist. She boasts more than 13 
million online views and has 
toured Europe, Asia, Canada 
and Russia playing her original 
compositions. Anika’s playing 
style is distinguishable by 
strong groove and technical 
finesse as well as a unique 
sound and innate ability to use 
odd rhythms effortlessly.
 

ANIKA NILLES

Her use of the drum set as an 
expressive instrument rather 
than just a rhythm keeper 
allows for extravagant playing 
without stealing focus from the 
music. Anika inspires drummers 
and musicians worldwide to 
develop their skills and create 
their own music. 
She has become a particularly 
significant role model for the 
many female drummers looking 
for a place in a male-dominated 
scene.

Anika has released a number 
of singles as well as her debut 
album, Pikalar (under Sakurai 
Records). For the latter, she 
earned places on several of the 
top music charts throughout 
the world. Upon release, Pikalar 
was immediately listed on the 
iTunes 200 Top Rock Releases 
charts in the USA and climbed 
its way to number 113 — a 
remarkable feat for what is a 
predominantly instrumental-
based album.

Well known in the drumming 
community, Anika came 
out on top of the Modern 
Drummer Readers Poll for Up 
and Coming Artist, as well 
as #1 Rising Star in DRUM! 
magazine in 2015, 2016 and 
#2 in Best Fusion Drummer in 
2017. She was also voted #3 
for Best Educator in the UK 
Drummies Awards in 2017.
With Anika Nilles / NEVELL, 
Anika pulled together a 
group of three energetic 
and passionate musicians 
to help turn her music into 
a spectacular live show. 
Her music is instrumental 
prog/fusion with singable 
melodies accompanied by 
the incredible talent and 
musicianship that each 
player brings to the table. 
Influenced by pop, funk, prog 
and jazz music, Anika Nilles 
/ NEVELL find themselves in 
the same category as bands 
like Toto, Chon, Plini, Dream 
Theater, Aristocrats and Joe 
Satriani, yet Anika’s signature 
style of super-hip odd-time 
and odd-grouping grooves, 
tricky metric modulations, 
and intense full-kit fills gives 
NEVELL’s music a distinct 
sound and identity.
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ANOMALIE

Anomalie is the live electronic 
project of Nicolas Dupuis, a 
classically trained keyboardist 
and producer based in 
Montreal, QC.

After the release of his style-
defining project Metropole in 
June 2017, Anomalie released 
his highly anticipated follow up, 
Metropole Part II, on Oct 5th 
2018, completing his EP series 
inspired by the feelings evoked 
by his hometown.

While Anomalie is an 
independent artist, his music 
has earned international 
recognition and has set the 
stage for him to tour the world 
as Anomalie Live. His four-piece 
band recreate his signature 
music production on stage with 

energy-driven arrangements 
and original interpretations.

Anomalie has quickly built a 
worldwide fanbase through 
his self-made viral videos 
showcasing his music and high-
level keyboard skills. The videos 
have garnered millions of views 
from a global audience and 
earned the praise and attention 
of notable musicians such as 
Charlie Puth, Austin Mahone, 
FKJ, Tom Misch, Bruno Major, 
Thundercat, Electro Deluxe, 
Lido, Big Wild, Big Gigantic, 
Umphrey’s McGee, and more. 
His work has also attracted 
sponsorships from the likes of 
Spectrasonics and Yamaha.
It was clear that music was in 
Dupuis’s blood from an early 
age, his innate talents leading 

him to more than 18 years of 
experience studying classical 
and jazz piano performance. 
He became the first person to 
be awarded the Yannick Nézet-
Séguin (Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Orchestre Métropolitain, 
Rotterdams Philharmonisch) 
excellence grant in 2012. 
Anomalie has been a guest 
instructor at Berklee School 
of Music in Boston, and we 
are brimming with pride to 
welcome him to the Guest 
Faculty here at Nexus ICA.
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ALUMNI 
SUCCESS

ere at Nexus ICA, we 
are proud to have 
helped scores of 

alumni go on to have incredibly 
successful and fulfilling careers. 
Here are just some of their 
success stories.

H

Tim Alford joined us in 2002. 
During his time here, he formed 
the hugely successful indie 
band [dweeb] with which 
he released multiple studio 
albums and toured across the 
world. After the band split up, 
Tim pursued a career in youth 
ministry. He is now the National 
Director of Elim’s Youth Ministry, 
Limitless and Youth Ministry 
Specialist Lecturer at Regents 
Theological College.

Accomplished session keys 
player and musical director, 
Matt Bramhall, studied at Nexus 
ICA in 2003. Over the years, 
Matt’s profile in the industry 
has grown, resulting in him 
now being one of the most 
sought-after keys players and 
musical directors around. He 
has played for a plethora of 
high-profile artists such as Rita 
Ora, Alesha Dixon, Shayne Ward 
and Naughty Boy. Matt has 
also enjoyed numerous TV and 
radio performances with the 
likes of Leona Lewis, Nichole 
Scherzinger, George the Poet, 
Catherine Jenkins and The 
Backstreet Boys.

TIM ALFORD MATT BRAMHALL

Kate Cossey studied Piano & 
Keyboards at Nexus in 2003 
and has since become a leading 
authority in instrumental 
teaching. Her passion for music 
education led her to set up 
‘The Piano School’ in 2014, 
where she is now the managing 
director of a business that 
teaches over 100 students and 
employs a number of teachers. 
Not content with just running a 
business, Kate has been director 
of assessment for the Certificate 
of Music Educators (CME) and 
has presented at both the 
Piano Teachers Course (PTC) 
and the Music Education Expo 
. With an MA in instrumental 
teaching, Kate also trains other 
teachers and shares her vast 
experience to students at Nexus 
ICA by module our instrumental 
teaching and music pedagogy 
modules.

KATE COSSEY
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Now a regular in London’s West 
End, Ricardo Castro studied 
vocals at Nexus ICA in 2005. 
Already an incredible singer 
and performer, Ricardo went 
on to develop his acting skills 
and made his West End debut 
as Smoky Robinson in Motown 
the Musical in 2018. He is now 
part of the cast of the award-
winning musical Come from 
Away, performing alongside 
some of the biggest names in 
the industry. Ricardo continues 
to share his experience with 
Nexus ICA and has coached our 
students ahead of their own 
musical theatre productions.

Having studied audio at Nexus 
ICA in 2005, Sam Lynam went 
on to work as a technician and 
deputy production manager 
for Disney and P&O Cruises 
as well as a project technician 
for MG Event and Sound, 
Hawthorn Theatrical, and B&H 
Sound. In addition to working 
as a sound designer at Italia 
Conti Academy of Theatre 
Arts, he continues to work as a 
freelance sound engineer and 
production manager. Sam is 
also a professional UAV operator 
and runs Aligned UAV which 
specialises in commercial drone 
photography and videography.

RICARDO CASTRO SAM LYNAM

Music business executive Ant 
Hippsley studied at Nexus ICA in 
2008. After teaching bass guitar 
for several years, Ant decided 
to pursue a career in the wider 
music industry. Since moving 
to London, Ant has worked 
for Big Life Management, Spilt 
Milk Management, and Bucks 
Music Group as a creative A&R 
manager. He is now Head of 
Milk & Honey’s UK office whose 
writers have been responsible 
for Rag‘n’Bone Man’s “Human”, 
James Arthur’s “Say You Won’t 
Let Go”, Lewis Capaldi’s “Hold 
Me While You Wait” and many 
more.

ANT HIPPSLEY

CITY OF
CULTURE
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tudying at Nexus ICA means living in the UK City of Culture 2021. It means living in one of 
the Top 50 student cities in the world. It means living in one of the Top 5 student cities in 
the UK. Coventry brings together a fascinating history with a dynamic, cosmopolitan, and 
creative future.

Nexus ICA is situated in the suburb of Earlsdon, which is just a short walk from Coventry city centre. The 
Nexus ICA building is a 1920s cinema, and you can still see many of its original, retro features. Earlsdon 
high street has a variety of pubs, coffee shops, and restaurants. Walk a little further out, and you’ll find 
the lush and spacious War Memorial Park. You are only a short journey from the hustle and bustle of 
Birmingham city centre, the beauty of Leamington Spa, and the rich culture of Stratford upon Avon.

Studying at Nexus ICA means you get the best of city living, the best of a local suburb, and the best of 
liberating, wide-open spaces. Studying at Nexus ICA means living in a city that is both steeped in history 
and moving confidently into the future. So many of our students still live in Coventry — they came for 
Nexus ICA, but stayed because they fell in love with the city. 

Maybe you will too.

S
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THE 
NEXT
STEPS

OPEN DAYS

We’ve got a lot more to show you. 
Try coming to one of our Nexus ICA open days. 

Open Days are designed specifically to answer 
any question you may have about entering higher 
education with Nexus ICA. They are the best 
opportunity for you to discover if we’re the right fit 
for you. 

There are comprehensive overviews of our 
courses, with numerous sessions throughout the 
day covering such areas as the iPad programme, 
student finance, accommodation and student life. 
You will get to interact with our expert faculty and 
learn about all the exciting opportunities available 
to you at Nexus ICA. 

You will also get to speak with our wonderful 
students and hear first-hand what it is like to study 
with us. 

If you are unable to make it to Nexus ICA for 
an open day, you can attend one of our virtual 
open days. This way, you can be anywhere in the 
world but still find out what it is like to study with 
us. Virtual open days typically include course 
overviews, insights, performances and a live Q&A 
with Nexus ICA’s Senior Leadership Team. Virtual 
open days mean that you never have to miss out 
on an opportunity to learn more about studying 
at Nexus ICA.

We can’t wait to see you.
nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/open-days
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If you are ready to begin the journey of becoming 
who you were created to be, you’re ready to start 
an application to study with us. You can find the 
Nexus ICA application form on our website. 
Sent directly to our Admissions team, it is the best 
way of beginning your journey with us. 
Our friendly and knowledgeable Admissions team 
are on hand at every step to guide you through 
the application process, giving you personalised 
assistance to make applying as easy as possible. 

APPLYING
The application process for each course is 
relatively similar. Once you have submitted your 
application form, you will be required to complete 
a couple more stages in the process. 

We have listed all the steps you need to take 
to apply below. 

nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/apply-now

BA (HONS) & CERT HE 
POPULAR MUSIC AND WORSHIP

If you are applying for our BA (Hons) or Cert HE Popular Music and 
Worship courses, you will need to demonstrate a playing ability 
equivalent to Rock School’s Grade 6 practical syllabus in your 
chosen pathway. Therefore, you will either hold a certificate in your 
chosen instrument to this standard or be able to demonstrate your 
competence against the same standard.

This will be achieved by submitting two contrasting audition videos 
which showcase your musical ability. You can find audition guidance 
on our website. This will give you more detailed information about 
what we are looking for in your videos.  

https://nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/application-guidance

You will be required to demonstrate your suitability to study 
on this course through an interview. Your interview will be arranged 
through the admissions department at Nexus ICA.

You will need to demonstrate an understanding of music theory, 
equivalent to Rock School’s Grade 5 Music Theory syllabus. You will, 
therefore, hold either a certificate in music theory to this standard or 
be required to complete our in-house theory paper. You will be able 
to sit this paper at any of our Open Days. If you are unable to attend, 
you will be asked appropriate theory questions as part of your video 
call interview.

nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/apply-now

Pathway Audition

Interview

Music Theory
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BA (HONS) 
SONGWRITING

You will need to demonstrate your compositional ability by 
submitting two songs you have written that demonstrate the 
strengths of your compositional ability and artistic voice. At least 
one of these should be a video of you performing your composition. 
The remaining song can be either a video performance or an audio 
recording.

You will need to demonstrate your suitability to study on this course 
through an interview. Your interview will be arranged through the 
admissions department at Nexus ICA.

nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/apply-now

You will need to demonstrate an understanding of music theory, 
equivalent to Rock School’s Grade 5 Music Theory syllabus. You will, 
therefore, either hold a certificate in music theory to this standard or 
be required to complete our in-house theory paper. You will be able 
to sit this paper at any of our Open Days. If you are unable to attend, 
you will be asked appropriate theory questions as part of your video 
call interview.

Songwriting Portfolio

Interview

Music Theory

BA (HONS) 
EVENT TECHNOLOGY 

MMUS 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

You will need to demonstrate your technical ability and suitability to 
study on our BA (Hons) Event Technology through an interview. Your 
interview will be arranged through the admissions department at 
Nexus ICA.

nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/apply-now

Interview

Interview

Audition

You will need to demonstrate your ability in your instrument of 
specialism by submitting two audition pieces. This can be done via 
video submission or in person at Nexus ICA.

You will also need to demonstrate your suitability to study MMus 
Music Performance via an interview. This can be done via digital 
conference call or in-person at Nexus ICA.
Your interview will be arranged through the admissions department 
at Nexus ICA.

nexus-ica.co.uk/study-with-us/apply-now
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UK students may apply for funding support through Student Finance 
England. You can find information about how to apply 
at direct.gov.uk/studentfinance

Students from Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales should select 
the appropriate link for finance:

o  Northern Ireland: studentfinanceni.co.uk 
o  Scotland: www.saas.gov.uk
o  Wales: studentfinancewales.co.uk

EU students may qualify for a student loan to cover the course 
fees. You can find information about how to apply at direct.gov.uk/
studentfinance (select “Students from other EU countries”).

There is a rich history of 
international students studying 
here at Nexus ICA. Every year 
we have students attending 
from outside the UK and we 
value the contributions that 
international students make to 
learning as well as the cultural 
and social life here. We strive to 
provide international students 
with the support they require 
throughout the application 
process.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

For our courses, international 
students must have the 
equivalent of 64 UCAS tariff 
points. For those prospective 
students who are unsure how 
their qualifications convert 
to the UCAS tariff, include as 
much information as you can 
on your application form and 
our Admissions team will check 
how they translate to the UK 
system.

We require international 
students to have a minimum of 
International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS) Level 6 
or an equivalent qualification. 
International students should 
apply for our courses via the 
form on our website, in exactly 
the same way as UK applicants.

FEES & FUNDING

£ 7 , 5 0 0

£ 7 , 5 0 0

£ 7 , 5 0 0

£ 8 , 0 0 0  

£ 7 , 5 0 0  

BA (HONS) POPULAR 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP

BA (HONS) 
EVENT TECHNOLOGY

BA (HONS) 
SONGWRITING 

MMUS MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE

CERT HE POPULAR 
MUSIC & WORSHIP:

P E R  A C A D E M IC  Y E A R  

P E R  A C A D E M IC  Y E A R  

P E R  A C A D E M IC  Y E A R  

F U L L -T IM E  A N D  P A R T -T IM E

There is an additional 
registration fee of £300 
(£500 for international 
students) required to 
confirm your place on 
the course.

Fees are correct for the 
2021-2022 academic year
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STAYING IN TOUCH WE’D LOVE TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU. 

I n s t a g r a m

F a c e b o o k

Y o u t u b e

P i n t e r e s t

T w i t t e r

To apply to study at Nexus ICA, book 
an audition or ask us a question. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Nexus Institute of Creative Arts
Astoria House, 
71 Albany Road,
Coventry,
CV5 6JR

Tel (UK):   024 7671 3209
Tel (Int):   +44 2476 713 209
Email: admissions@nexus-ica.co.uk
Web: www.nexus-ica.co.uk

Disclaimer
This prospectus was printed in Oct 2020. It contains information on Nexus ICA 
courses and programmes that are intended to run for students wanting to start 
their Higher Education journey in 2021. We’ve made every effort to ensure that 
the information provided is accurate and correct at the time of printing. However, 
the information contained in this prospectus is subject to change. Please note that 
courses and course content are regularly reviewed and may be subject to change. 
Courses themselves are subject to availability.

This prospectus is 100% recyclable.

   Designed by Matt HG
   @mhgdesigner

Photography by:
Safrina Smith Photography
safrinasmithphotography.com

Clemens van Lay on Unsplash
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